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Robinson Ellis, a great scholar who adorned Trinity
in my time. Oxford seems to me to be infinitely less
reverent in its attitude towards its great men than
the sister University. At Cambridge I have been
shown with becoming reverence the rooms where, let
us say, the great Professor Mayor did his work on
Juvenal, and worked out those theories of vegetarian-
ism which did so much to popularize the Brazilian
nut and are said to have been fatal to his housemaids.
At Oxford our great men were always regarded as
slightly ridiculous: it was Jowett's peculiarities
rather than his greatness on which we fixed our
irreverent gaze, and it was Ellis's boots and his
absurdities of diction, and not his knowledge of
Catullus, which impressed us most. He certainly
was one of the absurdest of men, combining a child-
like simplicity with an acid and rather salacious
tongue. It is easier to illustrate the former character-
istic : we who attended his lectures had been urged
by him to buy some expensive reproductions of
manuscripts: when we did not do so (after several
threats that " he would not promise not to say a great
deal about it") he finally declared, " I must really
ask gentlemen to buy them: for if they do not buy
them I shall have to pay for them, and it is most
important that I should be put to no expense."

One of his peculiarities was .that he had a Latin
pronunciation of his own: and for the second time
in my life (for Marlborough had its own idiosyncrasy)
I had to train my ear to an unfamiliar tune. Latin